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OUR MIssION

The Evens Foundation initiates, develops and supports projects that encourage 
citizens and states to live together harmoniously in a peaceful Europe. 

It promotes respect for diversity, both individual and collective, and seeks to uphold 
physical, psychological and ethical integrity.
 

WHAT WE DO

The Evens Foundation initiates and supports sustainable projects, and awards 
biennial prizes that contribute to the progress and strengthening of Europe, based on 
cultural and social diversity, in the fields of:

• Peace Education
• Media
• European Citizenship
 

 
 
 
ABOUT THE EvENs FOUNDATION

The Evens Foundation is a public-benefit foundation with headquarters in Antwerp, 
Belgium and additional offices in Paris and Warsaw. 

Created in 1990, it owes its existence to the generosity of the late Mrs Irène Evens-
Radzyminska and Mr Georges Evens, philanthropists and European enthusiasts.
Of Polish origin, they settled in Antwerp after the second World War and Mr Georges 
Evens pursued a remarkable career in the diamond industry. Given his great success 
in business, they decided to give something back to society – through the Evens 
Foundation.

Mrs Corinne Evens – daughter of the founders, the late Mr Georges Evens and  
Mrs Irène Evens-Radzyminska – is Honorary President of the Foundation.
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CHAIRMAN’s MEssAGE

When the Evens family established the Foundation in 1996, they had a very clear view 
of what their mission should be concerned with: European integration and unity. In 
2012, thanks to the personal engagement of and devotion from the founding family 
as well as from the Board and staff,  the Foundation succeeded again in promoting a 
range of projects that contributed strongly to realizing its aims.

The projects of the Evens Foundation are situated in three action domains: European 
Citizenship, Peace Education, and Media, and have the one and same aim: to 
stimulate the idea and awareness that living harmoniously together in Europe is not 
an idealistic notion but a goal that is within every single person’s reach. 

In 2012 preparations were made for an interesting journey into the heart of the 
European citizenship program: I am Europe. The aim is to find out how citizens 
can be encouraged to participate more in European policymaking. The project will 
culminate in a European conference in Brussels in June 2013. Within the same 
program, the fourth edition of the Poetry Unites Contest took place in Poland and, 
for the first time, in Germany. six winners out of 500 entries were presented with their 
awards during a gala ceremony at the Akademie der Künste in Berlin.

In the context of the Peace Education program, Polish, Dutch and spanish 
versions of the Belfedar game were developed. The main goal of the game is to 
make educators more aware of the importance of constructive group dynamics 
and positive conflict management. Within the same program, a pilot project was 
started in collaboration with the Foundation M: Learn2be@school, six-day training 
for a selection of primary schools, focusing on group dynamics, managing power 
relations and dealing with aggression. The pilot project was started in December and 
continues in 2013. This is also the case for the Peace Education on tour project that 
seeks to facilitate practitioners to exchange good practices. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Media program was filled with a mix of interesting projects such as the 
development of the Media Literacy Recipe Book, a publication that brings together 
good practices in the field of media literacy and that will be finalized and distributed 
in 2013. The Street School for Young Journalists was the first edition of a new 
project offering young people from varied backgrounds a free initiation in journalism, 
preparing them for specialized schooling in the field or for a career as freelancer. 

As you will read in this annual report, the Evens Foundation has succeeded in 
forging links between unexpected partners and in enthusing people to contribute to 
a greater goal. This is the result of the collective efforts of our committed staff and 
the members of the Board, and of our donors’ and external partners’ commitment 
to and support for our programs. I herewith express my gratitude to all of them, and 
especially to Corinne Evens for her continuous support.    
  
I hope you enjoy reading this report. 
Luc Luyten, Chairman
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PEACE EDUCATION

For the Evens Foundation, peace education is about teaching and learning the skills 
and attitudes needed to manage and/or resolve conflicts so that they do not escalate 
into violence.

It is about developing tolerance, understanding and respect for others, as well as 
self-respect. It involves an understanding of structural injustice and is inextricably 
linked to human rights and democracy. It also requires awakening to and accepting 
one’s own responsibility within and for society. Above all, the foundation considers 
the way this learning process is put into practice, of crucial importance.

The Peace Education program wants to encourage children, young people and 
adults to think critically and become agents in a culture of peace within their families, 
schools, social networks, communities, etc.

To pursue these goals, the Foundation focuses on the educational aspects of conflict 
management. This means concentrating on projects and/or scientific research con-
cerning:

• New and better insights into the origin of conflict, the conflictual behavior of children  
   and young people, and the resolution of conflict

• Attitudes and skills to deal with conflict in a constructive way and consider it as an  
   opportunity rather than a problem

• The development of learning material that helps teachers to promote and sensitize  
  people to conflict management and relevant matters, such as the exposure of  
   prejudice 
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BELfEdaR – PLAyFUL PROMOTION 
OF PEACE IN EUROPE

On a lighter note, in 2012 the Evens Foundation partnered with four organizations in 
Poland, Flanders and spain, to launch the Belfedar game in  three new languages: 
Polish, Dutch and spanish. 
Representatives of the Center for Citizenship Education (Poland), Partners Polska 
(Poland), Jeugd en vrede (Belgium), the Escola de Cultura de Pau (spain), the 
Université de Paix (Belgium) and the Evens Foundation (Belgium) gathered in Namur at 
the end of June to play the game and explore its possibilities in an educational context 
under the expert supervision of Christelle Lacour, the person who conceptualized it. 

Together, the organizations agreed on certain changes from the French edition so 
as to adapt the new edition to their respective working contexts. A draft plan was 
agreed, and the preparation of the production of the three new language versions  
was officially launched. The new games will be ready by the end of March 2013. 

The meeting in Namur was also a wonderful occasion for the organizations to get to 
know each other’s work in depth and to exchange good practices across borders. 

Belfedar is the fruit of a partnership between the Evens Foundation and the Université 
de Paix. A board-game for 4-8 players aged over 10, it encourages constructive 
communication, cooperation and group solidarity. It also helps to develop social skills 
for managing conflict and preventing violence. Through amusing exercises, players 
better understand both themselves and others, develop self-esteem, and learn 
creative expression, management of emotions, listening, cooperation etc. The 250 
challenges offered are both active and interactive: mime, drawings, word-games, 
writing, movement, singing, and so on. 

The Foundation wishes to present this game in a range of European languages 
to raise awareness among educators about the importance of constructive group 
dynamics and positive conflict management. The distribution of the game is the first 
step. In a second phase, our partners will be organizing workshops and trainings 
related to the game. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  More information: www.belfedar.org    
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LEaRn2BE@SChooL – 
PILOT PROJECT ON CONFLICT
MANAGEMENT
 
Following a successful pilot project run by the Fondation M in the French-speaking 
part of Belgium, the Evens Foundation and the Fondation M, since 2012 part of 
Learn to Be asbl, decided to join forces to launch a similar pilot project in Flanders. 
 
The two organizations share quite a few objectives. They both strive towards a society 
where citizens can live together harmoniously while taking on their responsibilities 
both within and for society. To fulfill their respective missions, both foundations are 
active in the educational field, seeking to concretize ‘learning to be’ and ‘learning to 
live together’ through different projects.

Conflict management education, the current focus of the Evens Foundation’s Peace 
Education program, and the ‘savoir-être à l’école’ project of the Fondation M, focusing 
on the introduction of the neurocognitive  & behavioral approach in school contexts, 
overlap in many ways. starting respectively from relations between people, and self-
knowledge based on better understanding of the origins of human behavior, the 
two approaches are particularly congruent. Adding a neuroscientific perspective to 
positive conflict management and violence prevention seemed extremely interesting 
and promising. 

The pilot-project includes the organization of a six-day interschool training course for 
the education staff, including school managers, of six primary schools with diverse 
profiles and hence, different needs related to interpersonal relations, communication 
and stress management. 

After a thorough preparatory phase to explore the motivation and needs of the 
participating schools, each school was asked to delegate at least three people 
to attend one of the three six-day training courses, to ensure the implementation 
and sustainability of the lessons learned. The main focus lies on group dynamics, 
managing power relations and dealing with aggression. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Evens Foundation chose to work with primary schools since it considers that it is 
essential to reach children at a young age and because it  beliefs that the small size of 
primary schools helps to assure the implementation and sustainability of the project. 

since both foundations consider external evaluation to be essential, the University of 
Antwerp was asked to set up a qualitative evaluation of the impact and sustainability 
of the project. 

The training courses were launched in December 2012 and will last until June 2013. 
The scientific evaluation report is expected in December 2013. 
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PEaCE EdUCaTIon on ToUR – 
PRACTITIONERs ExCHANGE
GOOD PRACTICEs
 

In september 2011, the Evens Prize for Peace Education 2011 was awarded to 
the Escola de Cultura de Pau in Barcelona, a UNEsCO chair on Peace and Human 
Rights. The Foundation seized the opportunity to invite the other selected candidates, 
working on conflict management with teachers, to Barcelona for an exchange seminar, 
in order to encourage the sharing of good practice, to envisage new perspectives, to 
forge partnerships, etc. The Flemish Peace Institute, experienced in the field of peace 
education research and keen to know more about conflict management education, 
co-organized and facilitated this seminar.

As a follow-up, a series of one-to-one visits of participating practitioners was prepared 
to deepen understanding of each other’s work. Each organization was invited to visit 
one of the other organizations and to host one of their counterparts. Ten out of the 
11 selected organizations seized the opportunity with both hands. The tour was 
launched in september 2012 and will culminate in a final seminar in May 2013 when 
the whole group will gather in Brussels to share experiences, offer in-depth expert 
knowledge on shared concerns/challenges (e.g. opportunities and difficulties related 
to evaluation), etc. 
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INvEsTIGATION INTO EvALUATING
THE EFFECTIvENEss OF PEACE
EDUCATION
 

Peace education initiatives overflow with the best of intentions, but assessment of 
actual changes - such as, behavioral changes, awareness-raising, competences 
gained, changes in school organization, etc. - and in-depth evaluation of the  
effectiveness and impact of projects and programs in the field of peace education 
remain a challenge. Questions are also raised about the feasibility of research into the 
effectiveness of peace education. 

In an effort to explore, mainstream and further the practice of evaluating peace 
education, the Evens Foundation and the Flemish Peace Institute decided to join 
forces in a two-part research project. 

The first phase, coordinated and financed by the Flemish Peace Institute, and 
launched in autumn 2012, consists of a literature search to find insights into the state 
of current research on the effectiveness of peace education, methodologically as well 
as in regard to research results. 

In the second phase (2013), coordinated and financed by the Evens Foundation, the 
results of the literature search will be discussed with peace education practitioners in 
order to test the recommendations in the light of practical experience. 

09 | EvENs FOUNDATION | ANNUAL REPORT 2012



MEDIA

To promote harmonious living together, the Evens Foundation seeks to stimulate 
efforts to increase media literacy – by raising critical awareness and by encouraging 
media creativity.  Both of these activities contribute to the development of highly 
aware, active and responsible citizens. 

The European Commission considers “media literacy an extremely important 
factor for active citizenship in today’s information society. Just as literacy was at 
the beginning of the twentieth century, media literacy is a key pre-requisite of the 
twenty-first century.” Agreeing with this view the Evens Foundation also defines 
media literacy as the ability to access and understand the media and have a critical 
approach towards media content and the ability to create communication in a variety 
of contexts.

In the media domain, the Evens Foundation will thus continue to work in particular 
on projects that: 

• Enhance the media literacy of citizens, with special focus on media education for  
   children and young people

• Raise understanding of how the media influence perceptions and convictions 

• Encourage a strong sense of responsibility among journalists and editors, and  
   in particular young journalists, so that they use the power of journalism to reduce  
   conflict and promote harmony in European society

• Research the role of the new social media in both conflict and conflict management  
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ThE MEdIa LITERaCY 
RECIPE Book

The Evens Foundation and JFF -the Institute of Media Research and Media Education, 
Munich (Germany), laureate of the second Evens Prize for Media Education, are 
collaborating on the creation of a publication that highlights good practices in the 
field of Media Literacy. Together with an Advisory Group of international experts in 
this field, we are currently detecting, assessing and describing media education 
projects from all over Europe.  

The projects, which will be gathered together in The Media Literacy Recipe Book, are 
highly diverse; as well as being based in different countries, they use  different kinds 
of media, work with different kinds of target groups, develop different methodologies 
or pedagogical approaches, and so on.

Our main goal is to inspire a wide audience.  By offering a general overview and an 
in-depth insight into inspirational examples of good practice, we hope to enable 
media education practitioners to improve their own work, and to motivate teachers 
and trainers to start working with media education techniques in their learning 
environments.

The digital publication will be published and made widely available for free in autumn 
2013.
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STREET SChooL 
FOR yOUNG JOURNALIsTs 
2012 / 2013 – MEDIA INITIATION 
FOR yOUNG PEOPLE

The Evens Foundation aims to support the democratization of the media landscape 
while maintaining excellent news- making standards. In 2012, we launched Street 
School in Paris. It is a free initiation in journalism for young people from diverse 
backgrounds. The project was developed by Street Press, a youth online media 
organization, with the support of numerous media partners. Over 400 applications 
were received and the most motivated candidates were selected to participate in 
a four month program. Theoretical and practical workshops, master classes by 
professionals from france Television, Radio france International, Le Monde, Le 
figaro and Liberation, as well as open public debates introduced the young people 
to the essentials of the journalistic practice.

On completion of the course, several participants were admitted to prestigious 
schools of journalism, while others started to work as freelancers to develop further 
their professional experience.

The second session of Street School will be launched in January 2013. Alongside the 
basic journalistic training, the program will also have a new focus: – how to create 
online media from scratch, thus allowing the young people to become autonomous 
and skilled producers of information. 

An online version of Street School with workshop podcasts and tutorials will allow a 
wider community of young people to follow this journalistic training.  

More information: http://school.streetpress.com
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E-TooL FOR MEDIA EDUCATION 
2012 / 2013 – QUEsTIONING THE 
IMAGE IN ALL ITs FORMs

In 2012 we started a collaboration with a new partner in the field of media education 
in France: LE BAL, an independent venue in Paris, founded with the support of the 
acclaimed Magnum Photos and dedicated to the image, in all its forms - photography, 
video, film and new media - as a means of representing reality.

Le BAL has extensive experience in media and image education; 7,800 students 
from 75 schools in France have participated in the workshops of La fabrique du 
Regard, the educational arm of LE BAL. The goal of these workshops is develop 
critical reflection among young people, so as to question the conditions in which 
images are produced, circulated and assimilated. 

LE BAL was thus an ideal partner with which to engage in joint reflexion on metho-
dologies of media and image education. As a result of these discussions, we decided 
to produce a teachers training e-tool in image literacy. 

The content will be based on analyses of images with cultural, social and political 
implications, and the tool will consist of pedagogical programs, methodologies, 
evaluations, critical texts and image selections, as well as concrete ideas for projects 
to do in the classroom. The objective is to raise awareness among teachers of the 
importance of image literacy, and produce a practical toolbox that can be used in 
educational workshops and projects with students.

An editorial committee composed of teachers and LE BAL trainers will be responsible 
for the concept and the content development. The prototype will be ready by the end 
of 2013. 
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PRaGaLaB – DIGITAL MEDIA 
sKILLs FOR DIsADvANTAGED 
WARsAW yOUTH

To participate fully as citizens, young people need to be able to not just consume 
media messages but also create and share them; they need to acquire multimedia 
skills and know how to use these skills to engage in the civic life of their communities. 
If people have digital and media literacy competencies, they can recognize personal, 
corporate and political agendas, and the become empowered to speak out on behalf 
of the missing voices and omitted perspectives in their communities. Bearing this 
in mind, in 2012 the Evens Foundation invited the Warsaw-based Association of 
Creative Initiatives Ę to implement a new project on media literacy – PRaGaLaB.

This project recognizes how important it is for Polish youth to be literate in digital 
media, and is carried out at the level of local communities in order to fulfill the 
Foundation’s objective of helping to develop mutual understanding and cooperation. 
It is aimed at disadvantaged citizens in three boroughs of Warsaw: Praga Północ, 
Praga Południe and Targówek. 

In 2012 we spent a lot of time on planning and preparing the content of the project. 
We agreed it should be aimed at empowering young people through increasing their 
confidence and abilities to use media tools, while also raising their awareness of and 
attachment to their communities. The project also aims to support informal education 
in media literacy in Warsaw schools and enable youngsters  to autonomously use 
digital media in responding to the needs of and issues important to their social and 
geographical (local) context. 

In 2013 project participants will be provided with digital media resources, skills, 
knowledge and opportunities to work with their local history, culture and geography, 
so they can create media narratives presenting people, places, initiatives and stories 
that reflect the cultural diversity of the Praga district. The results of the project will be 
presented through an interactive map, available online, with links to all the content 
that the young people have produced. More information: http://pragalab.e.org.pl
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EUROPEAN CITIZENsHIP

Major steps have been taken toward creating a peaceful, democratic and multicultural 
society in Europe, since the Evens Foundation launched its first Intercultural Edu-
cation Prize in 1999. The Evens Foundation seeks to contribute to this process by 
raising people’s awareness of the need for peace-building and by collaborating with 
those who work to maintain harmony in European society. 

The Foundation also seeks to empower citizens and encourage them to take an 
active part in shaping the future of Europe.

In the European Citizenship program, the Evens Foundation focuses on projects at 
both local and European level.

At local level, the Foundation has initiated and supported peace-building initiatives 
in the three cities where it is represented: Antwerp, Paris and Warsaw. At European 
level, the Evens Arts Prize and the documentary film I am Europe (working title) each 
contribute in their own way to our mission of promoting ‘living together harmoniously’ 
in Europe. 
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I aM EURoPE – EMPOWERING
CITIZENs’ PARTICIPATION 
IN THE EU

In 2012, in the framework of the European Year of citizens 2013, the Evens 
Foundation launched a new initiative, I AM EUROPE. It is an exploratory 
expedition into the heart of the European Citizenship concept. It seeks to find out 
what citizens’ participation can mean in a European context and what is needed so 
that European citizens get more involved in EU policymaking.

I aM EURoPE aims to contribute to the movement launched by citizens, thinkers, 
civil society organizations and activists to enhance the practice of citizenship and 
democratic procedures at the European level and to empower the political and social 
involvement of Europeans.

In the project we are working with citizens and organizations who are already strongly 
engaged in local civic initiatives. We believe, that they can be the real motor of change 
in the way Europeans perceive and participate in Europe. The project is thus built 
on the valuable knowledge and experience of these active and committed citizens, 
who are willing to contribute constructive proposals on democratic policymaking in 
Europe.

The project started in 2012 with research and exchange of local civic initiatives and 
best methodologies developed by the participating organizations. In 2013 a series of 
citizens’ meetings are taking place at all partner sites, followed by joint sessions at 
which group delegations discuss themes such as: European values, the EU’s impact 
on daily lives, the potential and limits of participation as a political instrument (at local 
and EU level), communication strategies towards policymakers and community. 

Throughout the project, the participants will assess the current participation 
mechanisms provided by the EU, formulate improvements and put forward in-
novative models of participation that are applicable at the EU level. The project will 
culminate in a public meeting in Brussels in June 2013, attended by all participating 
citizens, policymakers and thinkers to discuss and shape the citizens’ proposals and 
brainstorm further on concrete ideas for empowering European democracy.

The outcome will be a final series of proposals and implementation methods to 
extend citizens’ involvement in the EU.

I aM EURoPE is being implemented with the support of the Europe for Citizens Pro-
gram of the European Union and in partnership with nine grassroots organizations from 
eight EU countries: Animafac (France), Balkan Assist (Bulgaria), Buurtschatten 
(Belgium), cONFAVc (spain), ceRe (Romania), cesam (sweden), Ę (Poland), 
MitOst (Germany), Pour La Solidarité (Belgium). Our supporting partners are: 
Notre Europe - Institut Jacques Delors (France), Schuman Foundation Poland 
(Poland), Fondation Hippocrène (Fance), deBuren (Belgium).
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ExTERRITORy PROJECT – 
OPENING UP NEW sPACEs,
TRANsCENDING BORDERs

In May 2012, the Evens Foundation and the Kadist Art Foundation co-organized a 
symposium in Paris on the theme of exterritoriality, inviting experts from various fields 
(political philosophy, sociology, economics, migration studies) to explore the theme 
in an interdisciplinary context. The symposium was moderated by Anat Ben-David, 
and the speakers were Angus Cameron, Dana Diminescu,  stuart Elden and Laurent 
Jeanpierre.

This event was a part of a long- term art project Exterritory initiated by artists Maayan 
Amir and Ruti sela, “whose goal is to encourage both theoretical and practical 
exploration of ideas (...) that may expand the possibilities to rethink notions of territory, 
the nation state, global capitalism or sovereign powers and their constructions”.

For the Evens Foundation, this encounter enabled a re-engagement with the inter-
rogations formulated during our “Floating Territories project” (2007). In this project, 
artists and thinkers were invited on board a boat to experiment with the creation of a 
territory; a heterotopia - in order to question the conditions of change in a Europe in 
motion. In situating the Exterritory conference in a European perspective, we pursued 
the search for critical tools with which to examine the crucial contemporary notions of 
citizenship and national sovereignties, territories and frontiers.

More information: http://exterritory.wordpress.com   
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TRéSoRS dE qUaRTIER

Following the Evens Foundation Arts Prize 2002, awarded to ‘Je et Nous’, a project  
in sevran-Beaudottes, a northern suburb of Paris, the Foundation launched the 
project Trésors de quartier in partnership with the city of sevran, in 2010. Based on 
the active participation of residents, the project encouraged them to work together 
to develop their neighborhood, while reinforcing their social ties and sense of 
responsibility.

The idea is simple: the residents make proposals to improve life in the neighborhood, 
a residents’ jury selects the best projects and entrusts the inhabitants with 
implementing them. A community fund, created by the Foundation and the city 
municipality, provides financing.

The project initiated an innovative practice of collaboration between a private 
foundation, a municipality and residents. It has proved that independent civic 
initiatives can effectively influence public policies. After two years of successful tests, 
the public authorities in sevran decided to make this initiative sustainable by including 
it in governmental programs and ensuring the future funding of the project. 

This project is an interesting example of the Evens Foundation’s working strategy: to 
support innovative experiments and promote good practices with public authorities 
in order to broaden the impact of our actions. 
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ThE foURTh EvEnS foUndaTIon
PoETRY UnITES ConTEST – 
ExPANDED INTO GERMANy

Poetry Unites is a project initiated and coordinated by the Evens Foundation in 
Poland. It consists of a contest for the best essay on a favorite poem and a series of 
five- minute films in which a poetry lover speaks about his or her life in the context of 
presenting a favorite poem. This project, by offering intimate insights into the mind 
of another person, contributes to mutual understanding among European citizens. 
since 2006, the films have been broadcast on Polish public Tv to millions of viewers.

In 2012, the Evens Foundation decided to extend the Poetry Unites contest to 
Germany. It was launched in Poland under the patronage of Polish Minister for 
Education Katarzyna Hall and Polish Minister for Culture Bogdan Zdrojewski, and 
in Germany under the patronage of Minister for Culture Bernd Neumann, with the 
co-operation of the Literaturwerkstatt, a prestigious Berlin-based institution, which 
promotes literature and poetry. 

The contest was open to all school-students in both countries. The jury in Poland and 
Germany selected six winners from over 500 entries.

The winners have been featured in six films, which had their world premiere at a gala 
organized at the Akademie der Künste in Berlin, on 9th June 2012. The films were 
also broadcast on public Tv in Poland and Germany.

”Paul Celan once said that he didn’t see any difference between  
a handshake and a poem. The Poetry Unites project is rooted in the 

same reasoning introduces people to each other through poetry. 
(…) When people shake hands they understand each other better, 

stereotypes are demystified and a real contact is established. As long 
as we will think through the prism of stereotypes, harmonious living 

together in Europe won’t be possible.”

 

                                                                                               
Luc Luyten
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